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ABSTRACT 



This study examines popular Evangelical literature currently 
available, in order to determine the percentage of the literature that is 
concerned with psychological issues, human personality, and self -development , 
respectively. The purpose of the study is to contribute to previous analyses 
of the change since World War II in Evangelicalism's attitude toward human 
personality and the "self" as a result of the influences of modern 
psychology. The study is a follow-up to research reported (by others) in 1983 
which concluded that Evangelicalism's symbolic boundaries were being eroded 
and its traditions were being recast and reinterpreted in terms of the world 
view of the dominant secular culture. This study seeks to determine if these 
trends are continuing and, by content analysis, to determine if the content 
of Evangelical self -development literature has changed in recent years. The 
study's objective is to contribute to an understanding of the 
distinctiveness, if any, of current Evangelical literature, which would be 
potentially useful information for collection development librarians. 

Findings indicate that the presence of psychological themes and issues of the 
individual psyche are increasing in the Evangelical literature. The trends 
reported in 1983 appear to be continuing and are likely to remain. The data 
indicate that the current popular Evangelical literature is particularly 
concerned with actualizing the potential of individuals in the here-and-now, 
with 68.6% of all such books published being concerned with psychological 
development and emphasizing immediate results. An orientation in the 
literature toward career achievement and self-improvement is also notable. It 
is theorized that the increase in the percentage of Evangelical books 
pertaining to psychology since 1983 is due to a similar change in the nature 
of "spiritual" books, in general. The coding sheet and publisher summary 
sheets are appended. (Contains 22 references.) (Author/AEF) 
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ABSTRACT 



This study examines popular Evangelical literature currently available 
in order to determine the percentage of the literature concerned with 
psychological issues, human personality, and self-development. The purpose of 
the study is to contribute to previous analyses of the change since World War 
II in Evangelicalism's attitude toward human personality and the "self" as a 
result of the influences of modern psychology. The study is a follow-up to 
research reported in 1983 which concluded that Evangelicalism's symbolic 
boundaries were being eroded and its traditions were being recast and 
reinterpreted in terms of the world view of the dominant secular culture. The 
study seeks to determine if these trends are continuing and, by content 
analysis, determine if the content of Evangelical self-development literature 
has changed in recent years. The study's objective is to contribute to an 
understanding of the distinctiveness, if any, of current Evangelical 
literature which can be useful information for collection development 
librarians. 

The study concludes that the presence of psychological themes and issues 
of the individual psyche in relation to itself are increasing in Evangelical 
literature. The trends reported in 1983 are continuing and are likely to 
remain. Percentages from the data indicate that the makeup of current popular 
Evangelical literature is particularly concerned with actualizing the 
potential of individuals in the here-and-now, with 68.6% of all books 
pertaining to psychological development emphasizing obtaining results 
immediately. An orientation toward career achievement and self-improvement is 
also notable. It is theorized that the increase in the percentage of books 
pertaining to psychology is due to a change in the nature of so-called 
"spiritual" books, which have a decidedly greater psychological outlook 
compared to those of 1983. 
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CHAPTER 1 



INTRODUCTION 

Modern American Evangelicalism is poorly understood by the larger 
culture. Few non-Evangelicals see contemporary Evangelicalism as different in 
any significant degree from the conservative Fundamentalism of the 1920s. 1 
Largely due to intellectual neglect. Evangelicalism today is pictured at best 
as "old-time religion," and at worst, thanks to H.L. Mencken, a "childish 
theology for halfwits and yokels." 2 Modern Evangelicalism is also often 
superficially equated with and reduced to the now defunct "Moral Majority." 

Yet modern Evangelicalism has received much scholarly attention in the 
last decade, and it should be no shock to those familiar with recent studies 
to know that Evangelicalism was a "subculture in transition" during the years 
between 1925 and 1975. 3 What is shocking though is the extent to which 
Evangelicalism has changed since the end of World War II, particularly its 
change in attitude toward human personality and the "self" as a result of the 
influences of modern psychology. This influence has been pervasive enough to 
warrant conclusions by a recent observer that "Evangelicalism is at base a 
therapeutic subculture" that has allowed itself to be altered into "a new sort 

1 David Harrington Watt, A Transforming Faith: Explorations of_ Twentieth - 
Century American Evangelicalism (Hew Brunswick: Rutgers University Press', 
1991), 2. 

2 James Davison Hunter, American Evangelicalism: Conservative Religion 

and the Quandary of Modernity (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 

1983j~, IF. 

3 Watt, 3. 
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